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Contemporary art is the art of today, produced in the second half of the 20th century or in the 21st
century. Contemporary artists work in a globally influenced, culturally diverse, and technologically
advancing world. Their art is a dynamic combination of materials, methods, concepts, and subjects
that continue the challenging of boundaries that was already well underway in the 20th century.
Diverse and eclectic, contemporary art as a whole is distinguished by the very lack of a uniform,
organising principle, ideology, or "-ism". Contemporary art is part of a cultural dialogue that
concerns larger contextual frameworks such as personal and cultural identity, family, community,

and nationality.
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Luc Tuymans is considered one of the most significant and influential contemporary painters
working today. He is one of the key figures of a new generation of figurative painters who have
continued to paint during a time when many believed the medium had lost its relevance. In the
context of the new information age, many artists felt that painting was a deeply conservative form of
expression which did not match the heterogeneous nature of contemporary experience. Tuymans'
work specifically addresses the challenge of the inadequacy and 'belatedness’, as he puts it, of

painting.
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(1) Many of Ellen Gallagher’s works are rooted in found images or refer to historical events. She draws
upon a range of sources that include science fiction, social history, marine science and Black
lifestyle magazines from the 1930s to the 1970s. Her variety of techniques is just as wide. It
includes painting, drawing, cutting, print-making, sculpture and collage. Techniques and materials
are often combined to create complex textures and multi-layered images. (5 47)

(2) Superflat has successfully and significantly blurred the lines between fine art and commercial art
with work that ranges from traditional painting and sculpture to digital art, graphic design, and film
to fashion and product design and development. Because of this, it has revolutionized the
appropriation of globalized visual culture toward creating and manufacturing creative forms of art

that can be accessed and bought by audiences across all economic spectrums. (5 47)
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(1) Due to traditional Chinese paintings and calligraphies are mainly executed on Xuan paper or silk,
which is soft and thin, and therefore can be broken easily when stored for a long time, the ancients
of China invented mounting which is good for preservation and appreciation. (5 77)

(2) In the manufacturing age, handmade arts and crafts have been overshadowed by the homogenizing
force of retail culture. But the passion for handmade art objects didn't disappear, and Etsy provides

a platform for communication and sales to their appreciative fans and customers. (5 77)

(3) Reflecting the continuing controversy surrounding the political status of Taiwan, politics continues
to play a role in the conception and development of a Taiwanese cultural identity, especially in the

prior dominant frame of a Taiwanese and Chinese dualism. (5 47)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_status_of_Taiwan
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